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Donnybrook District High School, like all Public Schools, is 
now taking Kindergarten enrolments for 2020.  
Enrolments are for children turning four by 30 June 2020.     
Places are limited and therefore parents and carers are urged 
to enrol their child/ren ASAP to secure a placement for next 
year.  
 

An Application of Enrolment can be collected from either the 
Junior or Senior Campuses, or alternatively can be mailed 
home by phoning the school on 9732 4400. 

Year 1's performance at assembly was a ‘Tribute to Teachers who make a Difference’. The children read a 
book 'Because I had a Teacher' and sang the song 'Breakaway '. The children came dressed as who they 
would like to be when they grow up.  
Thank you to our wonderful parents and carers for getting your child dressed up, celebrating the assembly 
and enjoying morning tea with your child. 
Ms Place and Mrs Fernley  



It seems incredible that we have commenced Term 3.  
Time certainly seems to be rushing by these days!   
Importantly students and staff have returned from  
holidays full of energy and enthusiasm and the classes 
appear to be working very productively. ‘Engage’ is 
one of our key expectations, so it is particularly     
pleasing to know the students are endeavoring to meet 
this. I sincerely hope this continues throughout the 
term and the semester.  I also hope the students have 
taken the time to reflect on their Semester 1 Reports 
and overall progress throughout Terms 1 and 2.  It 
would be beneficial for them to set themselves a goal 
or two and strive to achieve these.  The staff will be 
looking to meet the needs of all students and I would 
like the students to play their part in their education. 
 

I would urge parents and carers to please take the 
time to meet with staff if an interview was requested on 
the reports by classroom and/or learning area      
teachers.  If an interview wasn’t requested, you are still 
more than welcome to meet with teachers to clarify any 
issues or concerns you may have.  You are also most 
welcome to take the time to meet with Renee or I and 
you can do this by phoning the Front Offices to        
arrange a time. 
 

This term is shaping up to be exciting.  A Term 3  
calendar accompanies today’s newsletter and  
highlights the many wonderful opportunities being    
offered to the students of Donnybrook District High 
School.  Further opportunities are also being planned 
and these will be added to the calendar as the term 
progresses. 
 

A special thank you to Sarah Bible and Jodi Thomas 
for their ongoing monitoring and uploading of key     
information on the school’s Facebook Group, ensures 
parents and carers are well informed of upcoming 
events. 
 

New Deputy Principals 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome both Lauren 
Jones and Amanda Biddlestone to Donnybrook District 
High School.  Lauren is our new Primary Deputy     
Principal, joining us from Jerramungup District High 
School and Amanda is our new Secondary Deputy 
Principal, coming from Lesmurdie Senior High School.  
I am genuinely excited about the combined knowledge 
and experience they bring to the school and the      
leadership team, together with the personal qualities 
they exude.    
 

Through their appointments, both the Junior Campus 
and the Senior Campus are positioned superbly to   
address our areas of need and build on our strengths.  
Renee and I (and David Watson, Board Chair), are 
confident the merit select process identified two       
absolute ‘gems’ that will support our quest to be an  
exemplary school.  
 
 

2020 Structure and Programs 
As per Department of Education     
expectations, planning for next year 
will commence mid-way through this 
term.  During this period, Renee and I 
will be working closely with the School 
Board to ensure our plans are      
meeting the needs of our school community and invite 
parents and carers to engage in this overall process.   
If you would like to meet with Renee or I to discuss 
2020, you are more than welcome to call and arrange 
a mutually convenient time.   
 

To support our planning I ask that you please notify the 
school if your child/ren won’t be attending Donnybrook 
District High School next year.  This information is   
crucial in our current educational environment whereby 
the school is funded through a Student Centred    
Funding Model which entails a $ amount per student 
enrolled. 
 

Voluntary Contributions  
As we enter the second half of the 2019 school year, I 
will be arranging for statements to be sent home     
asking parents and carers to pay their outstanding   
voluntary contributions and/or charges.  
 

Donnybrook District High School relies on parents and 
carers to contribute towards their child’s schooling to 
be able to continue to offer the opportunities that are 
being presented to the students from Kindergarten to 
Year 10.  As part of our financial planning each year 
we budget to receive voluntary contributions together 
with all outstanding charges.  With these funds, we are 
able to deliver the programs and supply the resources 
that ensure the students of our community are         
provided with an array of opportunities during their 
schooling at Donnybrook District High School. 
 

What we deliver at Donnybrook District High School is 
unique (no other K-10 school has the  capacity to do 
what we do) and we are not only looking to sustain 
this, but importantly build on it in the years to come. 
 

Kindergarten Enrolments 
Donnybrook District High School, like all Public 
Schools, are currently taking enrolments for             
Kindergarten in 2020.  Enrolments are for children   
turning four by 30 June 2020.   
 

To support our planning for 2020, parents and carers 
are encouraged to enroll their child this term.        
Placement in classes will be based on enrolment 
dates, with preference given to parents and carers 
based on when their child’s enrolment form has been 
completed and accepted.  When enrolling, parents and 
carers need to bring their child’s birth certificate,      
immunisation records and proof of current address. 
At this point in the year we have filled one               
Kindergarten class, which is exciting, and we are now 
looking to extend our program to a second class.   
 

Principals Report continued over page 
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PRINCIPALS REPORT continued 

Junior Campus News 

PRELOVED SCHOOL UNIFORMS 

PRIMARY DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Lauren Jones 

We have a huge range and sizes of preloved school uniforms for sale, jumpers, hats, jackets, 
dresses, polos, pants, shorts and skorts in various sizes. 
For only a gold coin donation, come in and see our friendly administration staff, who will assist you. 

LOST PROPERTY 

Come and check out our Lost Property rack behind the administration block, items are on display every 
school day. 

Student Mental Health 
‘Be You’ is a national initiative for schools, aimed at 
promoting and protecting positive mental health in  
children and young people.  Donnybrook District High 
School has made a commitment to this initiative and 
is currently setting about putting plans in place to   
further assist our students to flourish today and into 
the future.   
 

We want to drive a positive change within the school 
and the community, but to do this we need your     

support.  Initially this support is the completion of a 
short survey (10-15 minutes), where your thoughts 
and ideas will provide the school with a terrific     
starting point .  Further information on this survey is 
located elsewhere in this newsletter and on our       
Facebook Group.  All  parents and carers who have 
provided the school with a current email address, will 
have been sent a link to the survey. 
 

Please take the time to complete the survey.           
We really need your support! 

Welcome back for Term 3. As we come to the end of 
Week 3, all students have settled back into their 
classroom routines and are working hard on the    
programs that teachers have put in place.  
 
I would like to start by introducing myself. I come to 
Donnybrook DHS from Jerramungup DHS where I 
spent the last 7 years in a variety of positions. 
Throughout my time at Jerramungup DHS I taught 
Mathematics, Science and Digital Technologies as 
well as  spending time as the Secondary Deputy   
Principal and Deputy Principal. My passion in         
education is ensuring that all students have 
the support to enable them to achieve their personal 
best. 
 
The Junior Campus PBS focuses for the first half of 
Term 3 are ‘We are punctual’ and ‘We show pride in 
our school’. Two ways that Donnybrook DHS         
students show pride in our school are by behaving 

appropriately in the classroom and 
playground and by wearing their 
school uniform. As we move into the 
final month of winter it is important 
that students are wearing their school 
uniform, including a school jumper/
jacket or alternatively a plain navy blue jumper/jacket. 
Donnybrook DHS students show that they are     
punctual by arriving for school on time and returning 
to class after lunch/recess on time, ready to continue 
their learning.  
 
Please feel free to call me or come into school to   
discuss any questions or concerns you may have, my 
door is always open. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my first 3 weeks at       
Donnybrook District High School and would like to 
sincerely thank both the staff and students for       
welcoming me. 



 

Curtin AHEAD with courage program 
We have been lucky enough to apply for and receive 
funding for our entire year 9/10 ATAR-bound 
extension class to attend a camp to help them 
progress with future studies. The overarching 
outcomes of the AHEAD With Courage Camp for 
students are to:  

• develop a greater awareness of the realities of 
higher  education  

• increase awareness of the support services 
and alternative pathways for life-long learning  

• be motivated and confident to transition lower 
to upper school in regional locations  

• participate in a range of interactive and 
engaging learning activities, which will equip 
them with leadership skills  

• plan a career pathway  
• build social networks and relationships with 

other regional students   
• have fun!  

 

Parent/carer support 
Do you have an hour or two spare in the working 
week? We love having parent support and help at the 
Senior Campus too. If you have a current WWC and 
have a special skill (artists, musicians, writers), or are 
simply keen to provide one-on-one support with 
students who struggle to read or write, please contact 
us and let us know. It’s a great opportunity to involve 
more parents/carers in the work our school does. 
 

OLNA Round 2 testing window 
Writing: 2 - 4 September (needs to be completed in 
this time) 
Numeracy and reading: 2 - 21 September 
We are currently supporting our Year 10s who still 
need to pass OLNA. They have dedicated practice in 
their English and Maths classes and also small group 
focus work in addition to this, along with an online 
program that can be accessed from home. Students 
already have the log in and password. Parents can 
support their children at home by encouraging timed 
tasks, typing practice, ensuring they are working 
through the online program, ensuring attendance is at 
a premium and discussing the importance of trying 
their best. Please contact us if you have any queries 
regarding this. 
 

Online practice tests can be accessed at: 
assess.scsa.wa.edu.au The username is OLNA (or 
4074) and the password is prac14 
 

Exams 
Our Year 9 and 10 students have been completing 
their exams this week. The exams are based around 
work that has been completed in Semester 1 and 
revised since the start of this term. The exams provide 
opportunity for practice as a lead-in to Senior 
Schooling and the exams start to replicate the style of 
exam students will get in Year 11 and 12 (whether it 
be an ATAR or a General pathway that they follow). 

The exams also give us a good picture 
of what has been learnt over the course 
of Semester 1 and this helps inform our 
planning for Semester 2. 
  

Sideffect Roadshow 
In week 3, the Sideffect Roadshow will 
be visiting to talk to our year 9 and 10 students about 
Drug and Alcohol Awareness. Sideffect’s program 
focuses on early intervention and education as the key 
to harm minimisation. It includes engaging content that 
can change behaviour and/or prevent behaviour and 
help students make an informed decision. Former AFL 
player Chris Waterman is the Director of this not for 
profit organisation and is passionate about youth early 
intervention. Information is also available to support 
parents in this process and can be found at https://
sideffect.org.au/parents/ 
  

Road Trauma Day 
We are currently working with local emergency 
services in town to plan Road Trauma Day on 
Wednesday 11 September 2019. Although it is a 
confronting day, we always find that Road Trauma 
Day has a big impact on our students and this year’s 
theme is Towards Zero. Notes will go home shortly 
outlining the day’s events. Please let us know if your 
child has been impacted by Road Trauma so that we 
can keep a close eye on them during the day. 
 

Keys for Life 
Thanks to the parents who attended the Keys for Life 
information event this week. This pre-driver initiative is 
another way that parents and schools can work 
together to educate young people about safer road 
use. 
 

Music Performances 
Thanks to Mr Luke and Mrs Armstrong who work 
tirelessly with our music students (who sometimes 
have trouble remembering to attend lessons). The 
Concert Band will be performing at the Junior Campus 
next week and also have a combined rehearsal with 
Collie leading up to their Queens Cup performance. 
Good luck! 
 

Cross country Championships 
Students had a great day running through mud and 
leaping over hay bales, particularly our Year 7s in their 
first high school event. Well done on representing our 
school so well. 
 

Canberra Camp 
Thank you to all parent/carers who set up payment 
plans for the Canberra Camp.  We have reached the 
maximum number for adequate teacher supervision. 
Students who wish to attend will be able to go on a 
waiting list. Please contact the front office to go on this 
list. 

 ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL’S REPORT - Renee Reid                 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsideffect.org.au%2Fparents%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSue.Williams2%40education.wa.edu.au%7C9dfddda7400d4af0cfc508d71af7b181%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637007523438850507&sdata=dG1nvL7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsideffect.org.au%2Fparents%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSue.Williams2%40education.wa.edu.au%7C9dfddda7400d4af0cfc508d71af7b181%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361627%7C0%7C0%7C637007523438850507&sdata=dG1nvL7


 

Convenient Payment Options Available  
 

Cheques & Money Orders: Posted to 58 Mead St, Donnybrook WA 6239 
 

Electronic Transfer:  BSB: 633 000 Account: 121097182  Bank: Bendigo Bank 
Please use student name as reference 
 

Credit/Debit Card: Credit/Debit card payments can be made in person at the Senior or Junior   
Campuses between 8am - 4pm Monday to Friday 
 

EFTPOS: Payments can be made in person at the Senior or Junior Campuses between 8am - 4pm 
Monday to Friday 
 

Personal Payment Plan:  Please contact the Manager Corporate Services on (08) 9732 4400 or 
email sarah.bible@education.wa.edu.au  

SECONDARY DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - Amanda Biddlestone 

I would like to welcome everyone back from the  
midyear break, the students are slowly but surely 
getting back in to their routines, attending classes 
and progressing their learning. Our Year 9 and 10 
students are currently sitting their midyear exams to 
give them some good feedback on how they are  
currently travelling in their subjects.  
 
To briefly introduce myself, I have come to         
Donnybrook DHS from Lesmurdie SHS, where I 
spent the last 10 years in a variety of roles. I have 
previously been teaching Year 10 Math, Year 10-12 
ATAR Accounting and Finance, for which the school 
won a School Curriculum and Standards Authority 
Course Award in 2018, and Certificate II and III in 
Business. Additionally, I spent time as Deputy    
Principal 7-9, Lower School Manager and Head of 
Learning Area, Technologies. I have a passion for  
learning and my hope is to inspire students to     
continue their education beyond their high school 
experience and value lifelong learning in the many 
forms it can take whether it is trade based,           
experience based or an academic pathway, learning 
is growth. I am currently continuing my own personal 

development at Curtin University.   
Here at the Senior Campus, we are 
focussing on using the terminology 
associated with our PBS CARE  
Consider Aspire Respect and       
Engage, with our term emphasis  
being “We follow class procedures”.  
 
Specifically, how we line up for class, being on time 
to class, completing class work, being prepared for 
class by bringing our equipment, putting our hand up 
in class, actively listening and asking permission,   
using our manners. With the cold upon us, we also 
need to remind the students that part of showing 
pride in our school is wearing our school uniform, or 
alternatively a plain navy jumper or jacket.  
I have had such a lovely, friendly and supportive  

beginning here at Donnybrook, the students, parents 

and staff are very welcoming and I look forward to 

getting to know more of the students and the wider         

community in the future. If there is anything I can be 

of assistance with, please feel free to get in contact, 

or even just pop in to put a face to the name.  

 

 

10-18 August 

2019  



 

Dear Parents and Carers 
Below you will be able to read about a wonderful program called Be You that our school has committed to in 
order to best foster the ongoing wellbeing of all members of our Learning Community. This letter is designed 
to inform you and also prepare you for the exciting journey ahead. 
 

As you may or may not be aware, half of all mental health issues emerge before the age of 14 and each year 
some 15% of 4 – 17 year olds experience some kind of mental health condition.  That’s one in seven which 
means an average of six to eight children per year group! 
 

Our commitment to the Wellbeing of the Donnybrook Learning Community 
 

Donnybrook District High School is committed to improving the mental health and wellbeing of the children, 
young people, families and staff within our learning community. 
 

We are committed to ensuring every member of our learning community feels a sense of belonging and     
connectedness. 
 

Our ongoing commitment to continuous and sustainable improvement will be demonstrated through planning, 
action and review of our progress. 
 

One of the first steps in our journey is to survey parents, students and staff to find out their views on the most 
pressing issues facing our particular learning community. To this end, we will be sending out via e-mail and 
Facebook a link to give you all a chance to respond and let us know your thoughts about this huge area of 
need.   
 

Meanwhile here at school, we would also like to give all students from Year 4 to 10 the chance to share their 
views by completing a similar survey, so we ask that you contact the school by the end of Week 3 [ Aug 9th ]   
if you do not want your child to participate. 
 

Please note that all survey responses remain anonymous. 
Below is the link to the Survey for Parents, so please take this opportunity to tell us your views and help contrib-
ute to this chance to help us find out what our Learning Community’s needs really are. This will then guide our 
planning. Thankyou. 

https://secure.peoplepulse.com.au/survey.php?mid=uNo38ypjA1yd2cg3n16fskyl98qq1 
 
 

Participation information for parents/carers, children and young people 
 

 

What is Be You ?  Our school is participating in a national initiative called “Be You”. “Be You” is all about   
improving the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people in Australia — including yours.  
Why am I being asked to complete this survey?   The educators within your school want to know about 
your thoughts, ideas and opinions about mental health and wellbeing so they know what’s working well in the 
school and what can be improved.  
Educators and families have been invited to complete the survey too, so everyone can have a say.  
There are no right or wrong answers, and no one will be assessed on their results.  
How long does the Survey take?   It will take you approximately 10-15 minutes to complete.  
Do I have to take the survey?  Completing this anonymous survey is entirely your choice and you can 
choose not to answer some or all of the questions. Whether or not you decide to participate, the decision is up 
to you. You can talk with your family or teacher if you’re worried about anything.  
How is my privacy protected?  Your privacy is protected because the answers provided by you are com-
pletely anonymous and it won’t be possible to identify you from your answers. You’re never required to submit 
your name or any other personal detail at any stage of the survey. Data is stored electronically in a password-
secured database in accordance with the Privacy Act 1988. Only the Action Team within your school can ac-
cess summarised survey results, but your personal results can never be identified. Your school will use your 
feedback for the purposes of identifying and prioritising issues which in turn will guide future planning and lead 
to continuous improvement.  
What do I need to do to participate?  Be sure to chat with your family about the survey so that everyone is 
on the same page. Make sure you’re comfortable with the information presented in this sheet. If there’s any-
thing you don’t understand, or if you have questions, please talk with your family or teacher.  
If you consent to participate, please complete the survey according to the instructions given by your teacher. 
Thank you for your support in creating and maintaining a mentally healthy learning community for us all. 
 

So, now that you have the link, please become an integral part of what we are trying to achieve.  With 
your help and our resources, we can work together to improve the Wellbeing of everyone involved in 
our wonderful School and its Learning Community. That means you, your children as well as all the 
staff at DDHS who are so dedicated to making a difference. 
 

School News 

https://secure.peoplepulse.com.au/survey.php?mid=uNo38ypjA1yd2cg3n16fskyl98qq1
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Term Calendar - Term 3 2019 

  Start and End of Term   Public Holidays   School Holidays (students)   School Development Days 

3 
5 Aug 

Yr 9 & 10 

EXAM WEEK 

6 

  

Yr 7-10 Cross Country 

Championships 

7 

Junior Campus  

Assembly 9.00am – 

1AP 

  

EARLY CLOSE 

8 NEWSLETTER 

 

Sideffect Roadshow  

Presentation Yr 10’s – 

9:00am 

9 

  

10 11 

4 
12 Aug 13 14 

  

  

EARLY CLOSE 

15 

Concert Band  

Performing at Junior 

Campus 10.00am 

16 

Sunday 18 Combined 

Band Rehearsal with 

Collie at Collie SHS 

17 18 

 

5 
19 Aug 

In-Term Swimming 

PP-6 All Week 

  

20 21 

  

  

  

EARLY CLOSE 

22 

Yr 7/8 Lightning  

Carnival 
  
Board Meeting 

4:30pm 

23 

Sunday 25 August 

Queens Cup  

Performance 

24 25 

6 
26 Aug 

In-Term Swimming 

PP-6 All Week 

PBS Junior Campus 
We work as a part of a 

team. We respond and 

interact positively with 

everyone in the school 

community 

27 28 

Junior Campus  

Assembly 9.:00am – 

4WM 

  

  

EARLY CLOSE 

29 NEWSLETTER 30 

  

31 1 Sept 

7 
2 Sept 

Rd 2 OLNA 

Writing 

Numeracy and  

Reading 

3 4 

  
  

  

EARLY CLOSE 

5 6 

Primary Winter Carnival 

  

7 8 

8 
9 Sept 

  

Numeracy and  

Reading 

10 11 

  

Road Trauma Day 

  

 

EARLY CLOSE 

12 

  

  

 

 

Board Meeting 

4:30pm 

13 

Senior Campus  

Assembly 9:00am 
  
Junior Concert Band 

Festival Perth – Day trip 

(Churchlands SHS) 

14 15 

9 
16 Sept 

  

Numeracy and Read-

ing 

17 18 

Junior Campus  

Assembly 9:00am – 

4/5SG 

19 NEWSLETTER 20 21 22 

10 
23 Sept 24 25 

Yr 9/10 Winter Carnival 

  

EARLY CLOSE 

26 27 

Students last day 

28 29 

H 
30 Sept 

Queen’s Birthday 

1 Oct 

  

2 3 4 5 6 

H 
7 Oct 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 

Wk Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat Sun 


