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Humanities and Socilal Sciences

The Rationale

Our approach in Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) is fundamental to improving outcomes for all
students. We see the opportunity to embed core literacy practices into HASS in order to target students
needing additional support to achieve, and to cater for those needing extension.

The HASS curriculum is designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills to develop a broad
understanding of the world in which we live. We prepare our students to be informed, ethical citizens who
can think critically.

We recognise an existing need for small group moderation, whole school collaboration and common
assessment practices to improve student outcomes.

Vision

At Donnybrook District High School, we believe that every student, with
our support, will achieve high performance in HASS. We want to
ensure every student has an unwavering curiosity about their world, a
sense of belonging to their extended communities and a commitment
to social responsibility.
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Explicitly teach:
% Laryguage of opinion and factual information.

Numeracy focus
o Data set interpretation to explain relationships.
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o Re-writing from a variety of sources
o Graphic organiser use

ANALYSING

After reading
o Summarise
o Reflect and review

Literacy focus:
e Terminology

e Presenting arguments and personal opinion in
COMMUNICATING different formats

Awareness of importance of target audience
AND REFLECTING Developing arguments - shared writing, guided
writing, independent writing

Reflecting on personal values and attitudes

Your Child;: Our Focus
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Explicit teaching evident in HASS classrooms.

The incorporation of SCSA's Scope and Sequence

CURRICULUM document evident in planning.
CONCEPTS Feedback sought from students in classrooms to

check for understanding.

Planning clearly demonstrates linkage to Literacy
and Numeracy improvement.

Seek opportunities to engage with Aboriginal histories,
culture and language into learning activities.

ABORIGINAL tSr;Jpporht{%boritgigal stt.u;g‘ents to identify and achieve
rough targeted activities.
CULTURAL gnare
Staff work with Aboriginal students, their parents and

STANDARDS farg]iliers, to support students at key transition stages of
schooling.

FRAMEWORK Teachers know relevant background and experiences,
that Aboriginal students bring to school.

Your Child; Our Focus




