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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT

James Milne

The 2023 school  year is of f  and running. In the in i t ia l  weeks of  Term 1, we have already
provided some truly unique opportuni t ies for  our students.  At  the top of  that  l is t  is  the
AdventureWorks Camps at tended by our Year 5/6 and Year 7/8 students.

A very warm welcome to our new fami l ies for  2023. We have 38 Kindergarten students
commencing their  f i rst  year of  school ing and 25 new Primary and Secondary students
enrol led at  Donnybrook DHS this year.  This has pushed our combined number to 450,
highl ight ing the conf idence our school  community has put in our staf f  and programs. I
t rust  a l l  our new students f rom K-10, wi l l  be wel l  supported as they t ransi t ion into th is
wonderful  learning environment,  we have establ ished across two si tes.

I t  is  so fantast ic to see al l  of  our students again and I  look forward to them demonstrat ing
CARE as they engage with their  school ing throughout the year.  Thank you to both the
staf f ,  students and parents and carers for  a smooth start  to the f i rst  few weeks back.

This year we launch into the implementat ion of  our new Business Plan, Your Chi ld;  Our
Focus. Over 2023-2027 wi l l  focus on;

·  High Performance in Li teracy and Numeracy

· Targeted Intervent ion to Support  Al l  Students

· Support ive and Inclusive Environment in Which Students Thr ive

· One School  Working in Partnership With I ts Community

We are conf ident that  we can make a di f ference through providing a qual i ty educat ion
and important ly support ing students’  wel lbeing. A copy of  our new Business Plan can be
found on our school  websi te.

Welcome to Our New Staff
Hol ly Carter – Pr imary Deputy Pr incipal
Teagan Kirk – PP/Health
Mel inda Ward – Year 2/3
Michel le Jones – Year 4
Megan Kremer – Year 5/6
Carol ine Foster – Year 1-6 Cr i t ical  and Creat ive Thinking
Jenni fer  Townsend – Secondary Science
El ic ia McKenna – Secondary HASS
Al ly Walker – Secondary Home Economics
Jodie Henning – Educat ion Assistant
Savannah Garl ick – Educat ion Assistant
Rebekah Brady – Educat ion Assistant
Leanne Ol iver – Educat ion Assistant
Chantel le O’Keefe – Educat ion Assistant
Alison (Al i )  Edmands – School  Psychologist                                               continued over page           



A successful  recrui tment process towards the end of  2022 and throughout the hol iday
per iod, secured our school  community these staf f .  Staf f ing is a s igni f icant issue facing
schools throughout WA and unfortunately,  we haven’ t  escaped the chal lenges. We st i l l
have one secondary posi t ion to be f i l led,  however I ’m pleased that we are gett ing c lose
to having this f inal ised.

Parent Meetings
Parents and Carers are encouraged to make contact  wi th teachers and request meet ings
to support  the development of  a strong partnership that  is focused on support ing your
chi ld ’s achievement and progress.  Year 7 Parents and Carers are encouraged to at tend
their  upcoming meet ing on March 3,  to enhance the partnership between school  and
home and important ly support  the t ransi t ion into Secondary school .

The Leadership Team are also avai lable to meet at  any t ime, should you need to make
contact  to discuss the academic,  behavioural  and social  and emot ional  needs of  your
chi ld.  I t  is  important that  we al l  work together throughout 2023.

REMEMBER: to Update your Contact  Detai ls
Now is a good t ime to th ink about the contact  detai ls that  the school  has for you and your
fami ly.  I f  any of  your informat ion has changed, please remember to update those detai ls
with the school  of f ice.

Term Calendar
Our calendar has been updated and parents and carers are asked to please make note of
the upcoming events.  Term 1 is a very busy term, wi th a number of  s igni f icant events
coming up.
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I t ’s  been a busy start  to the school  year,  wi th welcoming many 
new students and staf f  at  our Junior Campus. I  have had the 
pr iv i lege of  v is i t ing al l  c lassrooms over the past 3 weeks and 
have enjoyed the warm welcome from the community.

Our Year 5 and 6 students,  their  teachers and educat ion 
assistants at tended the Adventure Works camp on Monday 
and Tuesday of  Week 2.  The camp was a great success with 
students report ing,  they had a wonderful  t ime part ic ipat ing in
fun, cooperat ive act iv i t ies.

On Wednesday of  Week 3,  Miss Gibson’s Year 4 c lass wowed
us with their  assembly i tem about the Learning Pi t  whi le 
showing of f  their  basketbal l  ski l ls .

In Week 3,  the Junior Campus welcomed 6 chooks who are l iv ing
in our community garden. We were lucky enough to get a few eggs!

We are in for  a very busy term ahead with NAPLAN for Years 3 
and 5 in Weeks 7 and 8.  Students wi l l  undertake wri t ing,  reading, 
convent ions and numeracy tests over the 8-day test ing per iod. 
Best of  luck to al l  our Year 3 and 5 students,  we know you wi l l  
t ry your best.
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JUNIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Holly Carter

 Deputy Principal

 Focus: 

"We listen to and

follow instructions"
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YEAR 5/6 ADVENTUREWORKS CAMP

On the 7th and the 8th of  February 2023,
the Year 5 and 6 students were of fered a
wonderful  opportuni ty to go on a school
camp, which was run by the
AdventureWorks team. I t  was in
Bussel ton, r ight on the beach. The
AdventureWorks camp was based on
team bui ld ing and character bonding.
The bus was set to leave at  7:30 am.

As the bus set of f ,  we were f i l led with
exci tement and joy.  The students got
si tuated in an undercover area when we
arr ived at  the AdentureWorks camp. We
al l  put our bags down and set of f  to the
welcoming ceremony. Here, we were
involved in a ser ies of  fun and exci t ing
events such as beach explorat ions. One
of our favour i te act iv i t ies f rom the camp
was the raf t  race, where we had to race
an inf latable raf t  through the clear blue
ocean using paddles.  Another favour i te
was the beach clean-up. Everyone real ly
enjoyed the dance party and the beat
boxing. As far as food goes, everyone
had a packed lunch for the f i rst  day, but
for dinner there were burgers.  Breakfast
the next day was a range of  cereals f rom
Wheat-Bix to Cornf lakes and canned
peaches. For our f inal  meal,  before we
lef t ,  we had a sausage sizzle.  Some of
the groups went night walking to check
the constel lat ions. We set up our tents in
groups of  two and three and that ’s where
we slept the night.  There was a lot  of
chi t  chat and laughing throughout the
night.

Overal l ,  the AdventureWorks crew did an
amazing job to give us fun act iv i t ies and
everyone real ly enjoyed the exper ience.
We are exci ted for the AdventureWorks
crew to organise future events.  We would
l ike to give a huge shoutout to the
Teachers and Parent/Carer helpers who
went on the camp. Thankyou Mr Mi lne for
organising the whole camp.

Wri t ten by the Student Leaders



Welcome to 2023. I t  has been a very busy start  at  the Senior Campus, however,  the students
have sett led back into c lassrooms for the new school year.  Mrs Brown and Miss McLoughl in
would l ike to welcome our new staf f ,  Ms El ic ia McKenna teaching HaSS and Drama, Mrs Jen
Townsend teaching Science and YES, Rebekah Brady teaching Macql i t  and Mrs Leanne Ol iver
assist ing in the Year 9 c lass this term. 

Mindful Education 
All  secondary students have one per iod a week 
scheduled to part ic ipate in a Mindful  Educat ion 
lesson. Students have this opportuni ty to work with a 
consistent teacher to create a safe and support ive 
environment where curr iculum is not the focus. The 
main focus is on support ing the student 's Social  
and Emotional  learning. In these lessons, teachers work together to plan a meaningful  lesson
based around topics that students have asked to discuss. Being a very student-centred
learning model,  our students have the capabi l i ty to bui ld t rust  and respect in an environment
in which they can share thoughts and feel ings without judgement.  I t  is  also a space for
students who are general ly reserved or quiet  to have a voice and to be heard by others.  We
know that a chi ld can not learn without their  emot ional  needs being met f i rst  and we bel ieve
through these lessons, alongside our AdventureWorks program, we are bui ld ing the capaci ty
of  our students to become more comfortable in shar ing and communicate issues, struggles or
posi t ives that are happening in their  l ives.  In the f i rst  few weeks our students and teachers
have been focusing on connect ion, feel ings and cur iosi ty.

Year 6 Options 
The Year 6 students have made a great start  in their  opt ions classes on Wednesday
afternoons at  the Senior Campus. They are involved in Home Economics, Art ,  Digi ta l
Technologies and D & T. 

Year 10 Meetings 
Miss McLoughl in is current ly conduct ing parent/carer meet ings with al l  Year 10 parents/carers
to discuss their  progress so far and how we can plan for students’  future beyond DDHS
including work exper ience and their  p lan for further educat ion or work pathways in 2024.

Parent Contact and Communication 
Parents/Carers are encouraged to use Connect as a source of  informat ion regarding class
out l ines, assessments and general  not ices from teachers.  I f  you are unsure how to use this,
please come to the of f ice and we can help you set up an account.  Please contact the school at
any t ime i f  you would l ike an update on your chi ld ’s progress. Teachers are avai lable to have
meet ings any t ime of the year,  p lease r ing the of f ice and schedule a t ime.
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Jonelle McLoughlin 
Acting Deputy 
Principal

Lauren Brown

Associate Principal

SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS Focus: 

"We strive to do 

our best"



To support  our Mindful  Educat ion lessons, the Year 7 and 8 students part ic ipated in their  f i rst
AdventureWorks camp. For some students,  th is was their  f i rst  t ime sett ing up tents,  cooking
for themselves and washing up using camping faci l i t ies.  Students were chal lenged both
physical ly and mental ly when they had to complete a var iety of  act iv i t ies throughout the 3
days and ref lect  on their  problem solv ing, teamwork, values and personal at t r ibutes. 

Year 7 Camp
Camp begun with students complet ing a ser ies of  team bui ld ing act iv i t ies that focused on
their  communicat ion and problem solv ing ski l ls .  Throughout each act iv i ty students were given
the opportuni ty to debr ief  wi th their  group and faci l i tator to improve their  designs. Day 2 saw
the students design and bui ld their  own raf ts.  Al though the raf ts had very di f ferent success
rates,  i t  was amazing to watch the development and improvement in the communicat ion ski l ls
between the students.  A highl ight for  the students was the high ropes act iv i ty which saw
students both physical ly and mental ly chal lenged to complete a range of  di f ferent high ropes
courses.

Year 8 Camp
Camp began a simi lar way for the Year 8 student.  The f i rst  act iv i ty for the boys was mountain
bik ing, whi le the gir ls were tasked with raf t ing.  Despi te f inding i t  chal lenging and out of  their
comfort  zone, students engaged in the act iv i t ies and the debr ief  that fo l lowed. Once the
physical  chal lenges were over for the day, students were tasked with sett ing up their  own
tents.  Students faced both a physical  and mental  chal lenge on Day 2 when tasked with rock
cl imbing and absei l ing.  Each group developed their  own set of  values in which they were
going to l ive by for the camp. Once students bought into the values, they received a buff  to
symbol ise their  common goals.
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YEAR 7/8 ADVENTUREWORKS CAMP
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GENERAL INFORMATION
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My name is Alex McLennan and I  am the Tour Leader for  the State Schoolboys 12 Years &
Under AFL Team.  I  am wri t ing to you to inform you of  our t r ia ls for  th is year 's State Team
which wi l l  take place dur ing the Apr i l  School  hol idays.   I  would very much appreciate th is
informat ion being passed onto any student born in 2011 or 2012 (Yr5,  6 or 7) that  you
bel ieve may be interested in t r ia l l ing for  the state schoolboys AFL team.  Please note that
only players turning 11 and 12 years of  age in 2023 are el ig ib le to nominate.  

Please be aware that WA also has a State Schoolgir ls 12 Years & Under team that at tends
the same Nat ional  Championships.   Detai ls in relat ion to these tr ia ls can be found on the
same websi te.

This year 's championship wi l l  be in Lavington, NSW from August 5 – 11.  The tr ia l  dates
can be found on the School  Sport  WA websi te  (Boys 12s – SSWA
(schoolsportwa.com.au) .   Al l  re levant detai ls can be found on this webpage.  I f  you have
any quer ies,  p lease don' t  hesi tate in making contact  wi th me or the School  Sport  WA
off ice (6318 5711).

In order to nominate for  the t r ia ls please direct  your student(s)  to the fol lowing School
Sport  WA websi te l ink  AFL Boys 12s Interstate Nomination Form – SSWA
(schoolsportwa.com.au) .  
Please also be aware that School  Sport  WA sends teams interstate for  other sports as
wel l .   To nominate students s imply fo l low the same process as above.  Below is a l is t  of
sports and their  t ravel  dates.   Nominat ion detai ls can be found on the same websi te
( Interstate – SSWA (schoolsportwa.com.au)).

By al l  means make contact  wi th me i f  you have any quer ies.  Thank you for your support .

Kind regards
Alex McLennan
Tour Leader
State Schoolboys AFL 12 Years & Under Team
School Sport  WA
0438 937 078
Alex.McLennan@educat ion.wa.edu.au

GENERAL INFORMATION
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2023 CALENDAR TERM 1
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