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We CARE

Cultural ResponsivenessKaya everyone

It  has been wonderful  
to return to the school  
in my new role as 
Abor iginal  Educat ion 
Advisor.  
This role wi l l  enable me to work in
col laborat ion wi th our Abor ig inal
Is lander Educat ion Off icer (AIEO),
school  leaders,  teaching staf f ,  support
staf f ,  students,  parent/carers and
community to bui ld and embed
cul tural  responsiveness within
Donnybrook Distr ict  High School .  

A cul tural ly responsive school  is one
which creates a welcoming and
support ive learning environment that
respects the cul tures,  languages,
exper iences and world v iews of  our
Abor iginal  students.

As I  have vis i ted c lassrooms,
teachers and students have been
keen to share how they have been
bui ld ing their  knowledge of  Abor ig inal
Cul ture through their  teaching and
learning programs. Some of our Junior
Campus students are learning how to
count in Noongar and both campuses
wi l l  be introducing a Noongar word
every week. The ‘Fol low the Dream’
program has resumed at  the Senior
Campus every Thursday where
students undertake tutor ing and
mentor ing wi th pathway planning.  I t
is  a lso exci t ing to be involved in
discussions with Tel ic ia O’Dine, our
AIEO, for  planning future cul tural ly
responsive programs and projects
across both campuses.
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Term 2 ended with student at tendance below 50% across both campuses.  This was
largely due to the severe inf luenza virus that  spread through al l  year groups and
classrooms.  At tendance this term is s lowly returning to normal levels,  however we must
be mindful  that  th is f lu strain is st i l l  throughout our community,  together wi th common
colds and Covid19. Parents and carers are urged to please keep your chi ld/ren home i f
they are displaying f lu or cold l ike symptoms.  

School Assemblies
Donnybrook Distr ict  High School  takes immense pr ide in putt ing together Pr imary and
Secondary Assembl ies that  showcase the outstanding work of  our students and staf f .  They
play an integral  ro le in strengthening the partnership between school  and home and we
are genuinely pleased that they are embraced by our school  community.   The f i rst
assembly for  Term 3, which was coordinated by Miss Crute and the Year 1/2 c lass,  was a
great example of  th is in act ion and the value that is placed upon these events by students,
staf f ,  parents and carers and community members.   My sincere thanks to everyone
involved as I  know they take a great deal  to put together.

I  would l ike to acknowledge the except ional  work of  Khloe Watson.  As School  Captain,
Khloe conf ident ly and competent ly steps into any role asked of  her,  thr iv ing on the
opportuni t ies presented to her.   Khloe once again,  took on the Pr incipal ’s address in my
absence, demonstrat ing her high- level  leadership ski l ls .

A big shout out to our hardworking P&C, who have supported the school  to commence
upgrading our Senior Campus Assembly equipment.   The newly instal led projector has
real ly enhanced these assembl ies,  making the whole exper ience a lot  more enjoyable and
interact ive for  students,  staf f  and guests.   We can’ t  wai t  for  the sound upgrade!

Update to Working With Children Check When Volunteering at School
The Government ’s Working With Chi ldren Check (WWCC) pol icy has recent ly undergone
minor changes that wi l l  impact on our school  processes for parents/carers and other
volunteers who come into our school .

Parents/Carers volunteer ing day to day at  our school  are now exempt f rom apply ing for a
WWCC for most s i tuat ions,  including volunteer ing in the canteen or uni form shop.
Replacing the requirement to have a WWCC is a new Parent/Carer Volunteer Declarat ion
Form that must be completed annual ly for  parents/carers to be able to volunteer in any
school .  These are avai lable through the Front Off ice at  e i ther campus.

There are st i l l  s i tuat ions where a parent/carer volunteer ing at  the school  requires a
WWCC. For example,  a parent/carer conduct ing one on one reading with the same student
over a per iod would be classed as a mentor or coach, and therefore would be required to
apply for  a WWCC under ‘category 4 -  a coaching or pr ivate tu i t ion service of  any kind’ .
Parents/Carers volunteer ing on overnight school  camps st i l l  require a WWCC. 

Cont inued over page
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regular communicat ion through school  approved channels
reports on their  chi ld ’s progress and achievement
not i f icat ion of  any ser ious single issue or ongoing issues concerning your chi ld
scheduled opportuni t ies to meet wi th the classroom teacher,  by appointment
updates about important developments in their  chi ld ’s c lass
opportuni t ies to provide respectful  and product ive feedback 

school  staf f  to return cal ls af ter  work hours 
emai ls to be answered in the evenings or weekends 
access to teachers’  pr ivate phone numbers or emai ls (DOE Emai l  address only)  
staf f  to meet wi th parents and carers,  wi thout an appointment,  dur ing a school  day 
to be al lowed on a school  s i te i f  you have harassed or been aggressive towards school
staf f

speaking to staf f  d isrespectful ly or aggressively,  especial ly in f ront  of  your chi ld or
other students
using social  media plat forms inappropr iately and disrespectful ly 
mal ic ious or judgmental  gossip

Connect and Respect
The Department of  Educat ion has recent ly released Connect and Respect,  a sui te of
resources focussed on Engagement,  Expectat ions and Escalat ion to assist  school
communit ies in set t ing shared and respectful  expectat ions to enable schools and parents
and carers to work together in the best interests of  students.   

Expectations
Like al l  schools,  Donnybrook Distr ict  High School  is made up of  hard-working and
dedicated teaching and support  staf f  who wi l l  l is ten,  care,  and respond to concerns and
work wi th you to resolve complaints.

What parents and carers can expect f rom our staf f :  

What parents and carers should not expect f rom our staf f :  

 
Parents and carers are also asked to be mindful  that  certain communicat ion can interfere
with teaching and learning and have a negat ive impact on al l  stakeholders.   To support
your chi ld/ren, parents and carers are asked to refrain f rom:

I ’m genuinely pleased that our school  community operates largely in a very connected and
respectful  manner,  which I  bel ieve is a direct  resul t  of  the level  of  t rust  parents and carers
have in the school .   There has however,  been some rare occasions, when the relat ionship
between school  and home has been compromised, and the level  of  care and respect
required to resolve the issue hasn’ t  been demonstrated.  These si tuat ions put immense
strain on everyone, so i t  real ly is imperat ive that we work together,  to move forward to get
the best outcome for your chi ld/ren.                                         
    

      Cont inued over page
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Parents and carers are also reminded that the School  Board,  led by David Watson, and
the P&C, led by Karen Martel la,  are two important condui ts between school  and our
community.   Both David and Karen have a vested interest  in the school  and wi l l  provide
support  and advice where they are able to.

Semester 2
Terms 3 and 4 are t radi t ional ly busy and exci t ing,  and I  have no doubt that  th is year wi l l
be exact ly that .   Parents and carers are urged to keep monitor ing the Term Calendars and
Facebook Weekly Reminders for  events taking place.
I f  c lassroom and special ist  teachers requested an interview on your chi ld/ren’s report ,
p lease contact  the school  to arrange a mutual ly convenient t ime to meet in the next few
weeks.

MINDFUL ACTIVITY FOR AUGUST

MINDFUL BREATHING 
Box breathing is a great technique to use
to control your breathing. Box breathing,
also known as square breathing, is a
technique used when taking slow, deep
breaths. It’s also called four-square
breathing.
This technique can be beneficial to
anyone, especially those who want to
meditate or reduce stress. It’s used by
everyone from athletes to U.S. Navy
SEALs, police officers, and nurses.



Semester 2 has gotten of f  to a fantast ic start !  Junior Campus students have been working
hard and have been displaying our CARE expectat ions beaut i fu l ly .

NAIDOC Week
In Term 2, Week 10, NAIDOC week was celebrated across the Junior and Senior Campuses
with students part ic ipat ing in var ious act iv i t ies and talks wi th local  Indigenous community
members.  Some highl ights included: the smoking ceremony on day 1,  Damper making,
morning tea at  the Junior Campus where Indigenous parents and community members had
the opportuni ty to meet and connect and var ious talks held at  both campuses about
Indigenous cul ture and the Stolen Generat ion.  
A big thank you to Dr Ia in Browning and our AIEO, Tel isha O’Dine, for  organis ing so many
wonderful  act iv i t ies for  our students.

Assembly- Year 1/2AC
On Wednesday of  Week 3,  Miss Crute’s Year 1/2 
c lass present ing an engaging assembly i tem on 
the l i fe cycle of  f rogs.  I  real ly enjoyed learning 
about the f rog l i fe cycle and singing along to the
song at  the end. I t ’s  a lways great to see what 
di f ferent c lasses present for  their  assembl ies.  

Book Week  
Book Week is fast  approaching -  
Week 6,  Monday 21 August – Fr iday 26 August.  
The week wi l l  be f i l led wi th engaging act iv i t ies run in c lassrooms and by our Student
Leaders.  The dress up parade wi l l  be held on Thursday 24 August in the Undercover Area
at 9:00am. I ’m exci ted to see al l  your costumes!

JUNIOR CAMPUS NEWS



Holly Carter
 Deputy Principal
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 Focus: 

"We are kind and

considerate of others"



The Marker’s Market was a great
success in Week 2. Thank you to
everyone who supported the market at
the Senior Campus. 

Thank you to the lovely ladies, from
the P&C, who organised the event and
we look forward to the Night Market in
Term 4.
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Jonelle McLaughlin
Deputy Principal

SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Fiona Hunter
Associate Principal

 Focus: 

'We speak

respectfully to

others.'

 Cont inued over page

Welcome back to Term 3.
It is an exciting term full of learning
and opportunities to experience new
things for all our students. Time to
bring in the warm weather and say
goodbye to the bitter cold. 

Drama  has seen a
new group of  Year
8/9/10’s who have
had an excel lent
start  to the term. 
A favour i te act iv i ty
for students was
being for or against
fa i ry- ta le character ’s
act ions.  Should the
evi l  stepmother
make Cinderel la do
chores?

It has been great to see so
many of our students
wearing school uniform and
showing pride in our school.
Reminder that we should all
be wearing navy blue and
white.

AdventureWorks is back in Week 5 of
this term with the Year 9 & 10’s
travelling to Wellington Dam abseiling
and mountain biking on a brand new set
of mountain bikes. Year 7 and 8’s will
also be using their bikes to explore new
activities. 
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Year 10  students cont inued
their  hard work on 31 July,
at  the Future Innovators
Workshop, gett ing their
pi tch ready for the
Donnybrook-Bal ingup Shire.

FUTURE INNOVATIONSFUTURE INNOVATIONSFUTURE INNOVATIONS

future:
A period of time
following the moment
of speaking or
writing; time
regarded as still to
come.

innovation:
The action or
process of
innovating.

Continued from Page 6 
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Students in Home Economics
have been busy cooking some
delicious dishes. The Catering
students made twenty two apple
pies which sold out at the recent
Maker’s Market.



DDHS |  PAGE 9 We CARE!

Jonelle McLaughlin
Deputy Principal
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 Focus: 

'We speak

respectfully to

others.' Continued from Page 8

Students represented our school with pride in the recent
Interschool Cross Country Carnival. 
Thank you to everyone who participated and to Mrs Duncan
for taking the students to Bunbury.
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION



2023 CALENDAR TERM  3
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