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We CARE

Junior Campus Posit ive
Behaviour Support

Donnybrook Distr ict  High School
Junior Campus opened i ts
Posi t ive Behaviour Support  shop
to the students th is week.  
Students are acknowledged for
meet ing our CARE expectat ions
with Fact ion Points,  these can
then be spent at  the shop on
array of  i tems that include
stat ionery i tems, board games,
scient i f ic  projects and Lego
boxes.

Shop i tems range in value from 25
points to 400 points,  meaning
students can choose to spend
their  points on smal ler  i tems or
save them up for more substant ia l
i tems.  The students are
extremely exci ted around this new
ini t iat ive,  wi th genuine exci tement
around what is on of fer  and
whether to 'spend'  ear ly or 'save'
for  later.   This is no doubt going
to chal lenge their  th inking!

In addi t ion to th is,  whole school
acknowledgements wi l l  be
awarded at  random t imes,
providing students who have
maintained 'Good Standing' ,  wi th
further incent ives l inked to their
posi t ive behaviour.   The f i rst  of
these is th is Fr iday,  where
students who have consistent ly
met our expectat ions receive an
extra 20 minutes recess and an
ice-pole.



The 2024 school year is off and running, with the initial weeks already providing some truly unique
opportunities for our students. At the top of that list is the Year 10 AdventureWorks Calling Ceremony and the
Year 8 AdventureWorks Camp. Our partnership with AdventureWorks continues to grow, supporting the
social and emotional learning of our students from Years 5-10. As a school we are focused on developing 5
key competencies that are required for students to lead successful lives. 
The 5 competencies are:
• Self-Awareness
• Self-Management
• Responsible Decision Making
• Relationship Skills and 
• Social Awareness

Importantly this strong focus on social and emotional learning is a schoolwide approach, which effectively
means all classroom teachers, learning area specialists and support staff from Kindergarten to Year 10, are
embedding this within their practice. As a school we recognise the curriculum is important, but it is everything
that sits around the curriculum that makes it work for our students. We are seeking to create the right learning
area conditions that suit our students and our context, and I’m pleased to report that we are having great
success in this area. As parents and carers, you play a key role in supporting the school in meeting your
child’s needs, so I encourage you to work in partnership with the staff around this throughout the year.

A very warm welcome to our new families for 2024. We have 38 Kindergarten students commencing their first
year of schooling and 37 new Primary and Secondary students enrolled at Donnybrook DHS this year. This
has pushed our combined number to 457, which is exciting for our school community. I trust all our new
students from K-10, will be well supported as they transition into this wonderful learning environment we have
established across two sites. 

It is so fantastic to see all of our students again and I look forward to them demonstrating CARE as they
engage with their schooling throughout the year. A special thank you to the staff for the work they have done
in the lead up this year and throughout the early stage of Term 1.

We are confident that we can continue to make a difference to our students through a high-quality education,
with an added emphasis on their wellbeing. For further information around our plans for this year, you are
most welcome to look through our Business Plan that is on our school website.
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PREMIER'S READING CHALLENGE

Welcome to Our New Staff
Rebecca Smedley – Secondary Deputy

Kate Francis – Year 3 
Elli Cooper – Year 3/4
Cristina Hartley – Year 1 and Year 4
Brett Marshall – Year 5/6
Fuchsia Walz – Year 5/6
Kylie Sheedy – Primary PE and Year 7/8 Sport Program
Keryn Hempel – Primary Science and Critical and Creative Thinking
Rebecca Smedley –  Year 7/8 
Siobhan Darcy – Year 7-10

Hannah Allpike – Education Assistant 
Leanne Owen – Education Assistant 
Amy Hyland – Education Assistant

All of our new teachers and support staff have transitioned into the school superbly, demonstrating a genuine
commitment to their new roles and responsibilities. 

REMEMBER: to Update your Contact Details. 
Now is a good time to think about the contact details that the school has for you and your family. If any of your
information has changed, please remember to update those details with the school office.

Term Calendar
Our calendar has been updated and parents and carers are asked to please make note of the upcoming
events. Term 1 is a very busy term, with a number of significant events coming up.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
James Milne
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It’s been a busy start to the school year, with welcoming many new students and staff at our Junior Campus. I
have had the privilege of visiting all classrooms over the past three weeks and have enjoyed seeing students
demonstrating a positive attitude.

In Week 2, Year 6 students presented speeches to our middle and upper primary classes persuading us why
they would be great student leaders. Congratulations to Miah Clifford, Zoe Jones, Dylan Lloyd, Edward Lopes,
Evelyn McNab and Declan Pitman who will be our Junior Campus Student Leaders for Semester 1.

On Wednesday of Week 3, Mrs Kmetty’s Year 4 class fascinated us with their general knowledge presenting an
assembly full of trivia and facts from around the world.

We are in for a very busy term ahead with NAPLAN for Years 3 and 5 in Weeks 7 and 8. Students will undertake
writing, reading, conventions and numeracy tests over the 8-day testing period. Best of luck to all our Year 3 and
5 students, we know you will try your best.

In Week 8, Year 6's will be going on Camp with Adventure Works in Busselton where they will build their
resilience, communication, and social-emotional skills. I am certain they will make the most of this exciting
opportunity and represent our school with pride.

On Wednesday Week 9, is our Faction Jumps and Throws Carnival. I am looking forward to seeing everyone
demonstrating fantastic sportsmanship and cheering their factions on.

JUNIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Alex Gibson

 Deputy Principal
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 Focus:

“We demonstrate a

positive attitude.” 



.

Year 10 Call ing Ceremony
The Year 10 students and their  fami l ies exper ienced the very f i rst  cal l ing ceremony at  Donnybrook
DHS. Thank you to the parents and students who came along. Scotty and Mary f rom Adventure
Works explained how and why the program “Into Adul thood” works and why i t  is  so important to
take the t ime to communicate wi th our young people as they t ransi t ion f rom chi ld to adul t .  The
event was a great success, and i t  is  a pleasure to watch Scotty and Mary bui ld opportuni t ies for
parents and chi ldren to show their  appreciat ion for  each other.  We are looking forward to many
more of  these cal l ing ceremonies in the future.  
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS

Fiona Hunter
Associate Principal

 Focus: “We

are prepared

for lessons.”

Welcome back to students,  parents and carers for  the 2024 school  year.  What a start  i t
has been! Already we have been busy sett l ing our c lasses and our t imetables for  the year.
We have welcomed over f i f ty  new students to our senior campus and helped them to
transi t ion to high school  l i fe.

Welcome Year 7 Students
The Year 7 cohort  has t ransi t ioned so wel l  to their  new campus. With so many things to
remember,  the students have merged easi ly into high school .  Now the learning begins.  We
wi l l  be updat ing our parents over the coming weeks with informat ion about their  chi ld ’s
progress so far.  These progress reports wi l l  be coming out towards the end of  term. Our
staf f  are making contact  wi th fami l ies to check- in on how the start  of  term has been. This
wi l l  take some t ime for us to do. We ask that i f  you have any concerns about how your
chi ld is progressing, please make contact  wi th us on 9732 4300. 

We at  Donnybrook DHS are so proud of  our school  and our students.  We would l ike to
thank fami l ies for  their  cont inued support  for  our school  and we work together to get the
best educat ional  outcomes for al l  students.  



Year 8 camp
Year 8 camp wrapped up last  Fr iday wi th a lot  of  t i red chi ldren and a hint  of  sunburn.  We
travel led to Bussel ton,  having moved the locat ion of  the camp due to extreme heat and
f i re concerns.  This was a good idea!

The chi ldren spent three days by the water complet ing lots of  fantast ic act iv i t ies that
foster strong fr iendships and connect ions wi th their  peers.  They put into act ion the sel f -
management ski l ls ,  leadership strategies,  re lat ionship-ski l ls ,  sel f -awareness, social
awareness and responsible decis ion-making ski l ls  needed for emot ional  intel l igence. The
students were chal lenged physical ly wi th tasks such as mountain bike r id ing,  kayaking,
raf t  bui ld ing tasks and team chal lenges which required them to problem solve and work
together.  

In ref lect ion t ime, the chi ldren spoke about some of the chal lenges they face being in
school  and learning together.  They developed deeper understanding of  each other and the
parts of  school  they each f ind di f f icul t .  This openness helped to bui ld t rust  between the
students and staf f .  

A massive thank you to the staf f  and parent who volunteered their  t ime to come along on
camp. Mrs Ferguson, Ms McKenna and Mr Jason Harper were invaluable assistance on
camp. Thank you for making these tr ips possible for  the students.  

Year 7 camp wi l l  be held in week 2 of  Term 2 with the big Year 10 camp happening in the
fol lowing week. Year 9’s wi l l  have to wai t  for  the Blackwood River to be in fu l l  f low in
August for  their  r iver adventure.  

Our Adventure Works programs cont inue next week with the incursions for the Year 7,  9
and 10 students.  We are looking forward to the act iv i t ies Alex,  Taya and Reed are going to
br ing to us.  
.
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Fiona Hunter
Associate Principal
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS

Fiona Hunter
Associate Principal

 Focus: “We

are prepared

for lessons.”

Dissemble Bicycle Program
The Dissemble bike program is being run this term. The school  would l ike to thank the
Shire of  Donnybrook- Bal ingup for their  cont inued sponsorship of  th is col laborat ion
between our students and the shire.  The bicycle program is a ski l l -based program whereby
students str ip,  paint  and rebui ld an old bicycle so i t  can be made new again.  The ski l ls  the
students are learning wi l l  be used later in the year at  the Pump Track youth group events
being of fered in conjunct ion wi th the Shire.  Watch this space for more news to come! 

What’s next Career Expo 28 March 2024
Donnybrook DHS has been working in col laborat ion wi th the Donnybrook Chamber of
Commerce, The Donnybrook- Bal ingup Shire,  Jobs and Ski l ls  service,  Southwest TAFE
(Career Taster Program) and Tal ison Li th ium to br ing together al l  of  these potent ia l
pathways for students in Year 9 & 10. Manea SHS, Bunbury SHS, The Shed Program from
BSHS and al l  of  the above employers and agencies wi l l  be holding a career expo at
Donnybrook DHS. Parents and students are invi ted to at tend to speak with these agencies
and to discuss their  p lans for their  chi ld ’s next step in educat ion and training. This is an
excel lent  opportuni ty to f ind out how to take that next step into senior high school ,
t ra ineeships,  apprent iceships and or TAFE for your chi ld.  I f  you are unfami l iar  wi th how to
help your chi ld make that next step, th is event wi l l  be invaluable for  you. The expo wi l l  run
at the end of  term with the t ime and date to be conf i rmed. Parents wi l l  be advised of  these
detai ls in due course. 

Thank you to the students for  such an excel lent  start  to the year and we are so exci ted to
br ing some fantast ic events for  students to grow and learn th is year.  



.
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS

Megan Kremer
Deputy Principal

Rebecca Smedley
Deputy Principal

Welcome back to another year, we cannot believe it is Week 4 already!

It has been an incredibly busy start to the term which has already seen our Year 8 students attend our first
Adventure Works Camp for the year. Everyone had a fantastic time, despite the heat, enjoying swimming,
kayaking, bike riding and beach games as they learnt more about themselves and each other. 

It has been fantastic to see our Year 7 students settle so seamlessly into life on the Senior Campus. They
have been working hard to learn all their new routines, classrooms and teachers. Our new specialist sports
program (WRAP) had been eagerly anticipated by all last year and is off and running. We look forward to
providing more incites and updates regarding this program as the year progresses. 

A warm welcome to all of our new staff who have fit in seamlessly with the existing team to create such a
positive atmosphere for all of our students. This is such a fantastic school and community to be a part of,
we really have something special here and should all be proud to be a part of Donnybrook District High
School. 

Coming up in the next few weeks we have an Author visit, Dissemble Bike program and NAPLAN for our
Year 7 and 9 students, to keep us all on our toes as well as the Senior Campus Athletics Carnival in Week
9 rapidly approaching. Students, we encourage you set yourself some aspirational goals for the year, to
give you something to strive towards, and continue to show CARE in all elements of your school day.



.
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Wendy Mountford
Aboriginal Education Advisor

We respectfully acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People as the traditional
custodians of the land upon which we meet and learn on. We pay our respects to the Elders of the past,

present and future and acknowledge their connections to country, sea and water ways.

Noongar Word of the Week
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION

Manage snakes and native animals.

Snakes are more active in spring and
summer due to the warmer temperatures.

If you find a snake on school grounds:
Do not approach or aggravate the snake.
Most bites occur when people accidently
step on or attempt to kill snakes.
Watch the snake from a safe distance. If
visual contact is lost, there can be no
guarantee the snake will be found again.
Search online for a snake removal
service or pest controller near your
school, you may be charged for this
service even if the snake is not caught.
Some local government authorities also
have contacts for local snake relocation
services.

The Wildcare Helpline no longer assists with
snake removal, however they can:

Advise on sick, injured, orphaned or
displaced native wildlife.
Refer you to a network of experts for
assistance.

Note:
It is unlawful to kill a snake.

Mr Edwards wrangling a dugite at
the Senior Campus last week.
This is a timely reminder for
everyone to be aware that snakes
are out and about. 
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION



2024 CALENDAR TERM 1
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Juniors - 3:30 - 4:30pm
Seniors - 4:30 - 6:00pm

Thursday’s at the 
Donnybrook Recreation Centre


