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We CARE

We respectfully acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People as the traditional custodians of the land
upon which we meet and learn on.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their connections to country, sea
and water ways.



As we close in on the end of  another 10 weeks of  school ing,  I  am conf ident that  we have
cont inued to pay close at tent ion to our Business Plan and important ly address our
school  pr ior i t ies.  As a school  we work t i re lessly to make a di f ference through providing a
high-qual i ty educat ion wi th a strong focus on student wel lbeing and are genuinely proud
of our commitment to our students and school  community.
 
The outstanding work and achievement of  our staf f  was conf i rmed on Wednesday 21
August,  when we were external ly reviewed as part  of  the Department of  Educat ion’s
Publ ic School  Review process. The review process measures a school  against  the
domains of  the School  Improvement and Accountabi l i ty  Framework.  These domains are;

Relat ionships and partnerships
Learning environment
Leadership
Use of  resources
Student achievement and progress

 
An important part  of  th is process is a school ’s sel f -assessment against  each of  the
domains.  This supports a school  to ident i fy areas of  strength as wel l  as areas that can
be incorporated into future planning. Our sel f -assessment was thorough and designed to
provide the review team with a detai led overview of  where the school  is  current ly at  and
where i t  intends to shi f t  i ts  focus to.  Al l  of  which was val idated by the review team
during their  v is i t  and conversat ions wi th over 40 staf f ,  students,  parents and community
members.  This is certainly worth celebrat ing!
 
In the coming weeks, I  wi l l  receive a formal ised report  that  summarises the review. This
report  wi l l  be shared with staf f  and School  Board,  before being made publ ic to the
school  community on our websi te.  
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
James Milne

Tristan, Theo. M, Theo. S, Koby and Kyira
PBS REWARDS



I ’m also pleased to announce that Donnybrook DHS has been nominated for a WA
Educat ion Award around excel lence in wel lbeing and learning. The award acknowledges
schools that  demonstrate excel lence in meet ing the wel lbeing needs of  students,
creat ing school  environments where students feel  valued and welcome and have a strong
sense of  belonging and connect ion.  As a school  we recognise that we have a col lect ive
responsibi l i ty  to ensure social  and emot ional  learning is a part  of  the fabr ic of  school
l i fe,where our pract ice is authent ic and embedded throughout al l  learning and play
exper iences. Through our approach, we provide a support ive opportuni ty for  our young
people to learn who they are,  where they f i t  and what their  purpose in l i fe is.

Donnybrook DHS is commit ted to;
Expl ic i t  and targeted social  and emot ional  learning
Integrat ion of  social  and emot ional  learning within al l  c lassroom and         
special ist  academic programs
Strong student agency and voice
Family and community partnerships
Cultural ly responsive approaches
Support ive c lassroom pract ice,  school  p lanning and restorat ive
behaviour management
Adul t  social  and emot ional  professional  learning and development
Sel f - ref lect ive pract ices and cont inuous improvement

My sincere thanks to the staf f  for  their  ongoing commitment to the students and the
posi t ive impact they are having on their  wel lbeing. They recognise that every day they
are presented with an opportuni ty to educate and support  the whole chi ld.  
 
Parents and carers are reminded that Term 4 commences on Tuesday 8 October.  Monday
7 October is a School  Development Day. Term 4 is t radi t ional ly a busy per iod for
students,  staf f  and parents and carers and this year is certainly shaping up to be no
di f ferent.  Please keep fami l iar is ing yoursel f  wi th our Term Calendars and Facebook
reminders.
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PRINCIPAL'S REPORT continued



Kaya, wanjoo.
 
The last  few weeks have been a test  of  resi l ience as wet,  cold weather and i l lness has
chal lenged students and staf f .  We have been pleased to see students remain highly
engaged in their  learning and achieving their  goals.  
 
Led by a very entertaining Mrs Sheedy, the Book Week Parade was once again a highl ight
on our Term 3 calendar wi th some of the most creat ive costumes we have seen to date.
Students f rom Kindy to Year 6 were exci ted to share stor ies about their  favour i te
characters and the connect ions they have made with their  most loved books.
 
3KF taught us al l  about the di f ferent emot ions and the importance of  developing a growth
mindset at  their  assembly.  Thank you to Miss Francis for  a l l  the hard work you put in.  
 
Students in Years 5 and 6 have cont inued to represent our school  proudly in Science and
Sport .  Ivy,  Owen, Evelyn and Thomas str ived to do their  best  at  the Pr imary Interschool
Science Compet i t ion coming away with fourth pr ize for  our school .  The Winter Sports
Carnival  was held in very chal lenging condi t ions,  and students demonstrated the ski l ls  of
fa i r  p lay and sportsmanship.  Our AFL teams were highly successful ,  wi th the boys walking
away with f i rst  and third in their  compet i t ion.  
 
The P&C Donut Day was a great opportuni ty to share some del ic ious t reats wi th special
males in students l ives.  Fathers and carers made use of  our new Yarning Circ le to bui ld
connect ions wi th students.  

Alex Gibson
 Deputy Principal
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 Focus: “We demonstate resiliance” 

JUNIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Lauren Brown

 Deputy Principal
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KINDERGARTEN 1 & 2
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KINDERGARTEN 1 & 2
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Fiona Hunter

Associate Principal

 Focus: 

“Keeping

ourselves and

others safe .”

Welcome to our Term 3 wrap up.  
As we see the f i rst  s igns of  spr ing,  the students can begin to get back out on the oval  for  a
play at  recess and lunch. The Year 6’s certainly enjoy k icking the footy around when they
vis i t  on Wednesdays. 
The Year 6’s wi l l  begin their  last  rotat ion of  opt ions subjects th is week in readiness for
their  journey to high school

Mindful Education
Our Mindfulness classes cont inue to address some of the social  and emot ional  issues our
students face as they move from chi ld to adul t  phases of  l i fe.  Mindfulness is an opportuni ty
to learn how to connect wi th each other outside the classroom whi le we pract ise
col laborat ion,  empathy and working together as a team. These lessons are extremely
important to help students understand each other and how to work together.  

Bul ly ing No Way is a big focus for our
school  Mindfulness lessons across Year
7/8 for  the rest  of  the term. Bul ly ing No
Way Day wi l l  be recognised on Thursday
5 September 2024. The SRC wi l l  spr ing
into act ion and wi l l  be making cupcakes
for each person in the school .  Thank you
to Ms Cart ledge for her wi l l ingness to
organise this important event.  
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued

Mindfulness lessons are focused on the signs of  bul ly ing type behaviour and open
classroom discussion regarding what that  might look in c lassrooms and the playground. So
far,  some strong discussions have been had about understanding other people’s point  of
v iew. Also the importance of  working together to show considerat ion and respect is an
important part  of  being a good classmate and helping students and staf f  to feel  safe and
supported at  school .  Our PBS focus for th is term is ref lect ive of  th is focus. I t  is  “Keeping
ourselves and others safe”.

Teen Mental Health First Aid
Teen Mental  Heal th First  Aid began last  Wednesday dur ing Mindfulness lessons for our
Year 9/10 students.  This is a three-week course presented by Department of  Educat ion
School  Psychologists.  The course enables young people to deal  wi th Mental  Heal th issues
that ar ise for  them and for their  f r iends. When exper iencing mental  heal th issues, young
people wi l l  of ten rely on their  f r iends. This can put pressure on young people to know how
to act  and help a person in need. This course assists young people in how to deal  wi th
these issues, when to seek help for  their  f r iend and how to seek help.  I t  of fers good advice
for people in cr is is and people helping a person in need. The course wi l l  cont inue unt i l  the
Year 9’s t ravel  to camp. 
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued

Young Innovators  has begun i ts f inal  stages for 2024, wi th the last  of
our f ive-day workshops completed last  Fr iday.  Now, the Young
Innovators group wi l l  complete the f inal  presentat ion of  their  ideas and
progress wi th the Donnybrook Youth Space. This wi l l  happen on 18
September at  ECU, Bunbury campus. 
The focus for the Young Innovators group for the past eighteen months
has been the creat ion of  a space for young people to social ise and
connect wi th their  f r iends. Great str ides have been made to create th is
space for the youth to meet and share t ime. The idea that people need
a Third Space to connect social ly is a wel l - researched ideal  that  l inks
people to improved happiness and feel ing social ly connected. 

This is the ant idote to the anxiety and depression many young people feel  in every
community today. Research has ident i f ied th is generat ion as the most anxious generat ion of
chi ldren and having a space where they can connect wi th each other safely is very important
to the young people of  our community.  This group are working through al l  the barr iers that
ar ise when a large community project  is  being establ ished and their  resi l ience is paying of f .
We are looking forward to one day opening the doors of  the pump track to more events l ike
Brook Fest.  
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS

Megan Kremer
Deputy Principal

Rebecca Smedley
Deputy Principal

Winter Carnival
This term, our Year 7 and 8 students t ru ly made us proud whi le represent ing our school
at  the Lightning Carnival .  Despi te the weather l iv ing up to i ts name, every student
demonstrated our CARE values throughout their  Vol leybal l ,  Netbal l ,  and Footbal l
games. Notably,  the gir ls ’  vol leybal l  team remained undefeated, and the footbal l  team
improved signi f icant ly over the day, culminat ing in a wel l -coordinated f inal  match. The
netbal l  team also performed except ional ly wel l .  We want to thank the staf f  and parents
who braved the tough condi t ions to support  our students.
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS

PBS Reward afternoon
We take great joy in celebrat ing the success and posi t ive behaviour of  our students!  In
week six,  we held our mid-term PBS reward af ternoon for those who met our behaviour
expectat ions and maintained good standing. Students enjoyed a var iety of  act iv i t ies,
including cooking, paint ing,  Minecraf t ,  sports,  and karaoke. The vocal  performances
were truly memorable,  and the impressive coordinat ion displayed dur ing the Just Dance
session was a highl ight .

Year 6 Options
During their  f inal  week of  Cater ing,  the Year 6 students hosted a lovely af ternoon event
for their  fami l ies.  Next week, they wi l l  begin a new opt ion.  Offer ing Opt ions courses
al lows students to fami l iar ize themselves with teachers and high school  faci l i t ies,  which
is part  of  our strategy to ease their  t ransi t ion to high school .
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MUSIC NOTES

Our classroom music students have been explor ing music across Asia th is term, focussing
on the smal l  country of  Bhutan. We have l is tened to t radi t ional  Bhutanese instruments,
explored how people engage with music in Bhutan, and ref lected on how cul ture impacts
music making and performing across the world.  We have also pract iced our improvis ing
ski l ls  by creat ing chord and rhythm patterns inspired by musical  excepts we have l is tened
to in c lass.

The Combined Donnybrook-Col l ie Concert  Band is looking forward to jo in ing forces once
again next term to present a pr imary school  tour for  a few exci ted pr imary schools in the
region (yes,  Donnybrook Junior Campus, we are coming your way!) .  We are working hard
at gett ing our pieces ready for an array of  p lanned performances.. .  watch this space, we
have some exci t ing th ings coming up!

Mackenzie King



VOL.   01Noongar Season

Djilba

Noongar Word 

of the Week

Nolamara

 (Kangaroo Paw)

Wendy Mountford
Aboriginal Education Advisor
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Noongar Seasons

On Noongar Boodja [Country],  there are not four seasons but six which are not
f ixed to a certain date,  instead indicated by changing signs in the environment.  

The current Noongar season is Dji lba which is marked most signif icantly by a
flush of yellow across the landscape. Dji lba can also be identif ied by the
behaviour of birds, with many now nesting and becoming protective. This is the
time when koolbardi (magpies) start  swooping.

It  was also a t ime to harvest and prepare food for the fol lowing year,  ready for a
move toward the coast with the warmer weather.



VOL.   01

DDHS |  PAGE 14 We CARE!

ABORIGINAL EDUCATION 

On Country with Troy BennellOn Country with Troy Bennell
Learning on Country enriches cultural  identity
and connections to body, mind and emotions,
family and kin,  community,  culture,  country and
spirituality and ancestors.

A group of our Year 6-10 Aboriginal and Torres
Strait  Islander students recently experienced
learning on Country with Miss T and local
Noongar art ist  and Ngalang Wongi Aboriginal
Cultural  tour operator,  Troy Bennell .  ‘Uncle’ ,  as
Troy was referred to,  guided our students around
Wadandi Boodja to learn the cultural  signif icance
of areas where camps and ceremonial grounds
once existed thousands of years ago. He also
spoke of his deep family and spiritual
connections to this area.

The bidi (path) started at the Bunbury Speedway
where Uncle spoke of the campground which was
located in the bushland opposite the speedway
and of a ceremonial ground for men to the south.

Mr Milne then drove us to a mural on Dodson
Road which Troy had painted. The mural
represents the six Noongar seasons and
connections to the Preston River inlaid with
designs to represent different types of stones
and rocks.

From there we travelled to Maidens Reserve
situated in Kalgalup Regional Park. Kalgulup is a
Noongar word meaning ‘place of f ire’  The two
dunes that form the Maidens are the highest
point in Bunbury with breathtaking 360 degrees
views across Wadandi Boodja.  From the top of
one of the dunes, Uncle shared stories of his
family’s connection to the sand dunes and how
as a young boy he spent many hours playing on
the dunes and coastl ine.



ABORIGINAL EDUCATION
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Our next stop took us to ‘Big Swamp’.  We
listened to Uncle share a very special  story
about his mother whose signature is one of
six on the plaque to represent local
Aboriginal community and acknowledge their
loss of land, children, health and l ives.

The f inal stage of our cultural  journey began
at Mangrove Cove where we formed a yarning
circle and reflected on the morning’s
learnings. Uncle then played his beloved
didgeridoo and reminisced about his children
growing up and babies he had cradled in the
coolamon which he had discovered not far
from Mangrove Cove.

Mary and Scott Wood from AdventureWorks
gave our students further opportunit ies to
strengthen their connections to self  and
Country through a range of Social  and
Emotional Learning activit ies.

As we l istened to Uncle and walked on
Boodja throughout the day, i t  became
increasingly evident how important
storytel l ing is in Aboriginal culture to
strengthen connections and pass kaatidj in
(knowledge) on to our future generations.

Yaangka, Uncle Troy and Miss T for guiding
our students on this cultural  journey.

.
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

The Need for Connection 
As I ’ve been working closely wi th students over the last  couple of  months,  I ’ve not iced a
theme occurr ing across both the Junior and Senior campuses -  ‘connect ion’ .  
As humans we are wired for connect ion wi th each other,  i t ’s  what makes us human beings. 
Young or old we al l  need to connect,  however how we connect wi l l  look di f ferent for  a l l  of
us.  
Connect ion helps us wi th a sense of  purpose, reminds us we’re valued, increases our t rust
in others and, provides us wi th an opportuni ty to remind others they are also valued.
Even though i t  might not seem l ike i t  a lot  of  the t ime, k ids are actual ly craving some type
of connect ion.  I  recent ly had a student say to me ‘ I  just  have no-one in my l i fe to ta lk to,
that ’s why I  wanted to see you’ .
Some simple ways to connect wi th your chi ldren can include;
-  Asking them one thing that they learnt  today at  school
-  Enjoying meals together,  as f requent ly as you can
- Act ively l is tening to them, wi thout being distracted
- Randomly leaving them a love note in their  lunch box
- Dr iv ing to school  together and ensur ing i t ’s  a ‘device-free zone’
-  Having regular fami ly movie nights 
-  Baking their  favour i te recipe together 
-  Surpr is ing them when they least  expect i t
-  Involv ing them in housework and doing i t  together (remember how fun tea towel f ights
are,  unt i l  they’re not!)
 
The more we can connect wi th our k ids,  the more opportuni t ies i t  g ives for  them to t rust
us,  l is ten to us and want to spend t ime with us.  These things help bui ld sol id relat ionships
and ul t imately as parents,  isn’ t  that  what we’re al l  af ter?
 
Enjoy the rest  of  Term 3!
Sarah Sydney-Smith
Chaplain
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION



2024 CALENDARS - TERM 3 & 4
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