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We CARE

We respectfully acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People as the traditional custodians of the land upon
 which we meet and learn on.

We pay our respects to the Elders of the past, present and future and acknowledge their connections to country,
sea and water ways.

THE THEME EVERYONE
BELONGS  WAS A MEANINGFUL
FOCUS FOR DISCUSSIONS AND

ACTIVITIES, EMPHASISING
TEAMWORK, INCLUSION, AND
RESPECT. THANK YOU TO ALL

STAFF AND STUDENTS WHO
PARTICIPATED WITH SUCH

POSITIVITY.



At Donnybrook District High School, we remain committed to making a meaningful difference in the
lives of our students by providing a quality education with a strong focus on wellbeing. As Term 1
comes to a close, we pause to celebrate the wonderful progress of our students and the outstanding
dedication of our teaching and support staff.

This term, our Kindergarten students have made a confident and enthusiastic start to school life.
Their curiosity and adaptability have been inspiring as they settle into routines, form friendships,
and embrace new learning experiences. Our Year 6 students have approached their transition to
high school with courage and readiness, supported by our dedicated staff and the strong foundation
built throughout their primary years.

Our Pre-Primary students engaged enthusiastically in their On Entry Testing, demonstrating their
readiness to learn and embrace challenges. Meanwhile, our Year 3, 5, 7, and 9 students
approached the NAPLAN assessments with a Growth Mindset, showing resilience, perseverance,
and a focus on learning from the experience. Their courage and commitment to personal growth
have been truly admirable.

Year 10 students have also shown increasing dedication and maturity this term, setting themselves
up for success in senior school, TAFE, or future employment. The personal responsibility they are
embracing will support a smooth transition at the end of the school year.

We have welcomed new staff members this term, whose fresh perspectives, expertise, and energy
have already enriched our learning community. As a school, we are fortunate to attract staff of such
high calibre who share our focus on supporting every individual student.

Central to all we do is our positive school culture, a culture of consideration, aspiration, respect,
and engagement. This environment allows students and staff to thrive, take risks in learning, and
support each other in meaningful ways.

As Term 1 concludes and we look ahead to the rest of 2026, we celebrate the foundation that has
been built. It truly sets the stage for an exciting year ahead, full of learning, discovery, and shared
success. I wish every member of our school community a safe and relaxing holiday.

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
James Milne
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I t  has been another busy and exci t ing t ime at  our school ,  wi th students engaging in a wide
range of  meaningful  learning exper iences and whole-school  events.

We recent ly celebrated Harmony Day, a special  occasion that recognises diversi ty and
inclusion within our community.  Students part ic ipated in act iv i t ies highl ight ing the importance
of respect,  k indness, and belonging. I t  was wonderful  to see everyone dressed in yel low and
orange, proudly embracing the message that everyone belongs.

Our Year 3 and Year 5 students have also been working hard dur ing NAPLAN, demonstrat ing
persistence and focus as they completed their  assessments.  We are incredibly proud of  the
posi t ive at t i tudes shown, part icular ly the way students approached chal lenges with
conf idence and resi l ience.

The Fact ion Jumps and Throws Carnival  was a fantast ic day f i l led wi th energy,
encouragement,  and sportsmanship.  Students gave their  best  effor t  in each event,  support ing
one another and celebrat ing achievements.  I t  was wonderful  to see part ic ipat ion across al l
year levels and strong school  spir i t  on display.  Whi le running the high jump, i t  was especial ly
pleasing to see students cheer ing on their  c lassmates and encouraging one another.

The Year 4KT Assembly was a highl ight ,  wi th students shar ing important messages about
teamwork and the value of  a growth mindset.  Through their  performance, they reminded us
that mistakes are an essent ia l  part  of  learning and that success is of ten achieved through
col laborat ion.  Their  conf idence and message were truly inspir ing.

Students have also been enjoying vis i ts to the PBS Shop, where they can use their  fact ion
points to purchase rewards. Burr i to and Taco have already been out on vis i ts,  and i t  sounds
l ike they’ve had some wonderful  adventures.  This in i t iat ive cont inues to be a strong
motivator,  re inforcing our school  values of  Consider,  Aspire,  Respect,  and Engage.

As we approach the end of  term, we are looking forward to several  upcoming events,
including our Fact ion Athlet ics Carnival ,  the 2TK/ST Assembly,  and the much-ant ic ipated
Easter Hat Parade.
Thank you to our staff ,  students,  and fami l ies for  contr ibut ing to such a posi t ive and
support ive term. We look forward to more exci t ing learning exper iences in Term 2.
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JUNIOR CAMPUS NEWS
 Focus: 

“We follow class

procedures.”



Term 1 has moved quickly,  and i t ’s  wonderful  to ref lect  on just  how much our students have
accompl ished already. Alongside key academic mi lestones—including Progress Reports,
NAPLAN, and PAT test ing—we have also focused on student wel lbeing through Mindfulness
lessons, PBS recogni t ion events,  Year 7 Camp, and Harmony Day act iv i t ies.  

Our students recent ly completed their  NAPLAN assessments,  and we would l ike to commend
them for the matur i ty,  effor t ,  and calm approach they demonstrated under formal test
condi t ions.  Wel l  done to everyone involved. 

Looking Ahead
 
Next week, we are exci ted to host the What ’s Next Expo  for  our Year 9 and 10 students.  This
event supports students as they begin consider ing their  future pathways beyond Year 10. We
are proud to welcome a range of  v is i t ing organisat ions,  including: 

Donnybrook Bal ingup Shire 
SEDA Col lege 
South West TAFE 
Year 9 Careers Taster Program 
Jobs and Ski l ls  WA 

These opportuni t ies help students explore opt ions and consider the pathways that best sui t
their  interests and goals.  
In Term 2, we wi l l  a lso hold a parent informat ion session to fur ther support  fami l ies in these
decis ions. Please keep an eye on Compass, Connect,  and Facebook for detai ls.  

Student Council  

We congratulate our newly elected Year 7 SRC members.  This year ’s select ion process
fol lowed our updated SRC pol icy,  shaped by valuable student feedback. I t  is  wonderful  to see
students act ively inf luencing how leadership operates in our school ,  and we look forward to
watching our new representat ives grow into their  ro les.
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
 Focus: 

“We are responsible

for our own behaviour”
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SENIOR CAMPUS NEWS
Continued

Manea Visit  

On Monday 23 March, we welcomed students f rom Manea Senior Col lege to work wi th our
Year 7.1 c lass.  These aspir ing doctors and nurses del ivered engaging heal th lessons
cover ing how germs spread, heal thy eat ing,  and how energy works in food. 
The Manea students were incredibly impressed by our Year 7s,  who part ic ipated
enthusiast ical ly and demonstrated excel lent  learning behaviours.  

Agriculture 

Our Cert i f icate I  in Agr icul ture program has commenced, del ivered with the support  of  the
School  of  Isolated and Distance Educat ion (SIDE).  We are exci ted to offer  th is pathway and
look forward to shar ing updates as the program progresses. 

Ochre Learning

Miss O’Dine has been working with our Year 8 Science class,  teaching about the cul tural
s igni f icance of  ochre and i ts l inks to chemical  change. Students learned how to create ochre
paste f rom powder and explored i ts important role in Abor ig inal  ceremony and cul tural
expression. This hands-on learning provided a r ich connect ion between cul ture and science. 



Noongar Season
Bunuru (Feb-Mar)

Noongar Kala (colour) 
of the Week

djendal (grey)
(pronounced ‘jendal’)

 

Wendy Mountford
Cultural Education Advisor
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Balga-Connection to Country, Knowledge and Resilience 
Across the south west of Western Australia, the Balga (grass tree) stands as one of the most recognisable and
culturally significant plants on Noongar Boodja (Country). Our school sits proudly on Noongar Boodja and at
both campuses, the presence of Balga reminds us of their importance to Aboriginal culture. With its striking
blackened trunk, long spiky leaves, and tall flowering spear, Balga is far more than a native plant it is a symbol
of connection to Country, knowledge and resilience.
Connection to Country
Balga represents more than practical use; it holds cultural and spiritual meaning. It is a reminder of the
relationship between people and Country built on respect, responsibility, and knowledge passed down through
generations. Observing Balga teaches important lessons about patience, renewal, and interconnectedness.
Knowledge
For Noongar communities, Balga is a vital cultural resource. Every part of the plant has traditionally been used
with care and respect:

Flower spikes were used as lightweight spears and tools.
Resin from the trunk acted as a natural adhesive for making and repairing implements.
Leaves could be used for cutting tools or weaving materials.

These uses reflect a deep understanding of sustainable living taking only what is needed and ensuring the
plant continues to thrive for future generations.
Resilience
Balga has an extraordinary relationship with fire. While bushfires can be destructive, Balga is uniquely adapted
to survive and regenerate. Its thick trunk protects its core, and after fire passes through, it often responds with
rapid growth and the emergence of a tall flowering spike. For thousands of years, Noongar people have
understood this cycle, using cultural burning practices to care for the land and encourage healthy regeneration.

The Balga presence connects us to the enduring knowledge of the Noongar people and reminds us that even
in the face of challenge, life continues to grow and flourish. By learning from and respecting this remarkable
plant, we deepen our connection to the land we share. Remember to care for Country, and Country will care
for you.

Junior Campus Junior Campus Senior Campus Senior Campus 
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CANTEEN MENU



2025 CALENDAR TERM 2 
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2026 CALENDAR TERM 1
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY INFORMATION
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